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}'.(Ulnr's Nnlc: The icrUrr of the 

foUon'iiuj leller in in General Jlospiial rc” 
enrerinfj from a hcalinri nuffered in ike 
recent Poicderhorn Park incident. 


To tlio Eclitoi*: Just as 'J'he Star was kind 
enoug!'. to print my five articles on the 
Kennedy assassination over a year ago, it 
was kind cjiough to allow me to express 
my views on certain local civic problems 
that I inadvcrtentlybecame involved in. 
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Due to my condition of heavy sedation 
and exhaustion, and my confusing and 
rambling manner of speech, The Star’s re- 
porter who 
interviewed 
me, througli . 
jio fault' of 
his o w n, " : f. 

m i s c o n- 
strued the , /k 
meanings of 
some of the . ' ' 
things I told - 
him. I do 
net feei that / 
the Negro 
coinmunity . 
was respon- 
s i b 1 e f o r , . 

what h a p- 
pened to me 
or for .the 
Powderhorn 
Park incident, although I feel there were 
racial overtones and that's why I used the 
words “racial incident.” 


GARY SC:-:CRxNER 


The major thing I hope to communicate ■ 
is the need for both the Negro and wlhte 
community to develop among individuals 
a sense of responsibility for their actions. 

In this particular instance, there were 
Negro individuals v/ho lost control, but • 


the reverse has also been true in many 
instances. As a matter of fact, I have per- 
sonally been beaten by whites while tr3^- 
ing to defend lone Negroes. 

Given that in these troubled times I 
feel constrained to speak in terms of the 
“Negro community” or the “while com- 
munity” rather than of a community of 
people or of mankind, those who lead each 
of these communities and in one way or 
another affect- the attitudes of j^ouths or 
groups should con.sider both the example 
they must set and the way in which they 
train their youths. 

It is ironic that Negroes who have re- 
cently meet violence for the cause of civil 
rights have been moderates like Martin 
Luther King, the Rev. .Tames Reeb, and 
Medgar Evers, who sought to help their 
fellow Negroes attain equality, and eco- 
nomic and political security. Even Mal- 
colm X v/as not killed until he was becom- 
ing more moderate in his views. It seems 
to me that these men were killed neither 
because they were creating violence nor 
because they were “Uncle Toms,” but 
rather because elements in our society 
v/ho were opposed to them realized that 
they were becoming effective. 

If these men’s histories and their ideals 
were taught to Negro children and hope- 
fully whites, too, then perhaps in the 
future youths of this sort who attacked 
me will not think that violence is the “in” 
thing to do. A 

Minneapolis. — Gary R. Schoener. 


